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Artist Darlene Wilkerson believes she has probably spent
several previous lifetimes in primitive cultures.

Her work indeed evokes images from National Geographic,
touches of the far off and aboriginal, of native women at their
looms, camels bearing riders silhouetted against a starry sky,
baskets of branches and leaves on proud heads.

She may be found separating lamb fleece by hand, carding it
with brushes, spinning it on a drop spindle and coloring it with
vegetable dyes distilled from weeds, berries, nuts, onions
insects.
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“Each of my hangings meindes ropes I have hand dyed,” Ms.
Wilkerson said. “Each piece speaks of the way in which I view
an experience in my world. The language it communicates is
pure terrestrial, for I love the earth and its forms.

"I love to use the contrast of soft against coarse, thick
alongside thin, to combine textures and colors in earth Lones, for
these represent all the aspects of living.

*“I feel like I was probably a weaver in a small village in a
primitive society and probably at times a nomadic person. I am
still very definitely an earth lady and I love to travel,

1 went to college for two years and saved money to go to
Europe for the first time. Then I went to college for another year
and went to the Virgin Islands and lived there for a year.

“1 finished college in the next two years with one summer in
Mexico and one in Canada. Of the places I've been, Afghanistan
and Nepal are absolutely my favorites because of their
primitiveness and beautiful handicrafts.,

“In Afghanistan the nomadic women wear bangled bracelets
and beads and full dresses with buttons sewn all over them and
hair in tiny little braids with bells on the end of them, and go
barefoot with rings on their toes.

"I have an affinity with such lifestyles and soak up the culture
and transmit it to my art. Many of my batiks are taken off slides
and photographs from places I've visited, the women with their
lewelry, the symbols, the villages."

After receiving ber bachelor of arts degree at Long Beach
University, Ms. Wilkerson worked with children and adults at
Del Amo Psychiatric Hospital in Torrance, Calif.

She taught macrame, weaving, ceramics, leather, crochet,
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